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Editorial 

Pustic librarians have had some experience of economy in this last 
month at the considering of annual estimates. In many towns, unfor- 
tunately, an increase in the general rates is reported, and in all such 
times libraries are likely to suffer. The note we make below on 
Yarmouth does not show that one of the causes of the curious munici 
hysteria it reveals was the burning desire to reduce the rates. 

desire is in itself wholly laudable, and librarians can acquiesce in 
economies that do not discriminate against libraries. Our trouble is 
that libraries have nowhere yet been adequately financed, and reduc- 
tions are more serious for them than for many departments which have 
never suffered from utter lack of means. 


* * * 


It is possible that for the present and for some time to come the 

ion of business in Parliament will prevent any attempt at 

library legislation; but a Labour Government is, as a rule, quite 

sympathetic to the objects of the public library, and now amp be a 

time to moot the question of a Consolidated Libraries A@. 

e are often misled and confused by the welter of aé&s which in one 

or another way affeé libraries, and the time is ripe for a measure that 

will co-ordinate them. It was hoped that the Report of the Public 

Libraries Committee would have been implemented by legislation 

and that the position would be clarified in regard to the legal validity 
of rules, the power to provide le€tures and in other matters. Per 

a simple Order in Council might be obtained to leéture 

ture. The effort to do something ought not to be wanting. 


* * * 


It is excellent news that the Government has at last decided upon 
a permanent grant—so far as that can be made—to the Central Library 
for Students, which hereafter will be known as the National Central 
Library. There is a larger significance than appears on the surface 
in such a grant, because even if it is inadequate—undoubtedly it is— 
it is the first time that Government has given financial recognition 
to any except definite State libraries ; and it is the initial step towards 
the national library service that all librarians and library supporters 
desire. Meanwhile, however, it is clear that premises other than those 
at 9, Galen Place, must be found as these are congested beyond 

on. 


* * * 


Yarmouth Council had a debate on open access on March 15th, 
which is probably without precedent for ignorant stupidity. It is a 

time since any critic of libraries rose to such flights as did the 
member who said: “ To say if children could not get books they 
would not be educated was not very nice for the teachers. It cost 
an enormous sum to teach the children and it could be done without 
books from the library.” After this inspired utterance was it any 
wonder that only nine out of the forty-seven members of council 
voted for open-access ? It involved an a of £400, and what 
are the things of the spirit in Yarmouth when {400 is involved? 
Some day, however, the Libraries Committee there will perhaps be 
allowed to bring their library into line with all efficient post-war 
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Libraries formed again a subje& of wireless discussion on March 
sth, when Professor Gilbert Murray dealt with intellectual co-operation. 
His syllabus may be quoted :—‘Arrangements are in progress for 
— exchanges of teachers and pupils; for making the contents 

the various national Museums, Libraries and Picture Galleries as 
accessible as possible to students from other nations, etc.”; and 
in the questions for discussion was ‘‘ What steps can you suggest 
for making (4) Museums, (4) Libraries of different nations, useful 
to all?” We are concerned with the question of exchanges of assis- 
tants in libraries and museums as well as teachers, which ought to 
occur in this connection. Perhaps the libraries of “eo oy excepting 
those of Denmark and perhaps Scandinavia, cannot offer enough to 
English assistants to make the exchange a desirable thing ; but of this 
we are by no means convinced. The tience of all who have 
taken part in Continental library visits is much is to be gained, 
even from the libraries. 
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* + * * 


The Publisher and Bookseller writes as follows: ‘“ We notice the 
following in THe Lisrary Wortp: ‘ Libraries can, wisely, we think, 
a& as distributors of B.B.C. literature, especially the Aids to Study 
=a which contain really good reading lists, on a sale or return 
is.’ Does this mean that libraries are going into trade?” It 
means nothing of the sort. We understand that the profits on B.B.C. 
ublications did not exist at one time, and even now are so small that 
ksellers do not view them with any favour. All that libraries 
are concerned with is to get good books used, and the wireless talks 
and book-lists (and it is with the latter that we are mainly concerned) 
are potent agents to that end. If we knew that booksellers gave 
adequate circulation to these lists we might not advocate a work of 
superfluity on the part of libraries. It really is time that booksellers 
recognized that librarians are their colleagues and not their rivals. 


* 


* * 


Mr. William E. Foster, for 53 years librarian of Providence, 
Rhode Island, has been made librarian emeritus and has been succeeded 
in the office of librarian by Clarence E. Sherman. The Board of 
Trustees in taking this action set a precedent of remarkable generosity. 
The full salary ($7,540) is to be continued to Mr. Foster, and if his 
wife outives him she is to receive to the end of her life $4,000 a year. 
This distinguished librarian is still working in the great public library 
which he has built up, but is relieved of administrative work. This 
recognition by his Trustees will give satisfaction to librarians—and 
many other friends of Mr. Foster—on both sides of the Atlantic. 


* 


* 


It is a commonplace that the writers on education and on social 
history have unaccountably overlooked the place of public libraries 
and their influence on the recent intellectual life of the people. We 
welcome therefore a little book of elementary civics by C. S. S. 
Higham’s Pioneers of Progress (Longman’s 2/6), which gives a chapter 
to libraries and shows some appreciation of the subje&. We suggest 
that public libraries would be well advised to give it a wide circulation. 


* 
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What Children Read 


By Giapys V. Wiitron, Croydon Public Libraries. 
Durinc a recent fortnight, every child who used the Junior Library 
was asked to record his or her favourite book, the kind of book liked best, 
and to add his or her age. The following article outlines the results 
of this ballot so far as one only of our Junior Libraries was concerned, 
the THorNToN HeatH Junror Lrsrary. 

I feel convinced that with this ballot we obtained much more 
honest, and therefore more accurate, results than we did some years 
ago, when a similar ballot was taken. By asking for the favourite 
book, instead of a favourite author, as we then did, we made our request 
comprehensible to a larger percentage of children. Furthermore, by 
having the specific ee written down, we gave the child who is 
slow to grasp a verbal message a fair chance of knowing what was 
really wa Boys and girls voted immediately they entered the 
library—before seleCting a k—for it is extremely difficult for a 

oung child to grasp what is wanted when he aétually has a book in his 

being i# is the book he likes best— not gone to great pains to 
seleet it from a whole library ? 

I will not say that all the results were entirely unaided—one 

ently had to assist quite big children in definitions of what kind 
of book a certain favourite was. For example, one child of eleven 
said her favourite was “ A Peep Behind the Scenes,” and that similar 
books were the kind she liked best. What puzzled her was, how to 
describe them. A short catechism soon revealed that it was sad books 
she liked best. 

One could wish for no more honest statement than that of a 12 
= old girl whose favourite kind of book was “ Anything except a 

iftory book” ! 

Boys were much more definite in their views than girls. Asked 
what kind of book he liked best the boy, whether he was 6 or 16, 
could answer without any consideration. Quite a number of the 
younger ones still look on their books from a physical point of view : 
more than a dozen 6, 7 and 8 year olds described their “ favourite ” 
as “ a big book,” “ a book with big print,” “ a little book,” etc. 


GENERAL RESULTS 

Age.—65 children under 8 years’ voted, and 125 over 14. 

The test numbers of iny one age voting were 204 at 9 
years, and 161 at 13 years. 

Of the nine year olds the greater part was boys, and of the 
thirteen years girls. 

829 of the total of 1,021 children voting at this Branch were 
between the ages of 8 and 14. 

Among the boys I was not surprised to find Westerman at the 
top of the list, but I was surprised, and agreeably so, to find Stevenson 
second, with nearly half as many votes. Ballantyne came third, 
mainly on two books, “ Coral Island” and “ Dog Crusoe,” for 
both of which there is still a considerable demand. Barrie's “ Peter 
Pan” took fourth place. 
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one that no writer of boys’ school stories found 
oy A. Reed received the greatest number of votes 
for his his “ Form at St. Dominic’s.” Henty seems less — 


than a year ago. Marryat scored only three votes, althoug 
9 asked for “ Children of the New Forest” and others z his 
wor 

With girls, Angela Brazil is still the favourite—why it is hard to 
say. Andrew Lang came second and Lewis Carroll third. “ Alice” 
is to the girls what “ Peter Pan” is to the boys. Alcott is still much in 
demand at Thornton Heath—es y “ Little Women.” 

The thing that impres a oe when going through the 
the Gun wee Ge thet boys have a much 
more catholic taste in literature than girls. 

The average girl begins by reading fairy Stories, goes Straight 
from these to school stories, and unfortunately seems to stop there— 
at any rate while she is in the Junior Library. As a rule she has finished 
with fairy Stories at about 10 years. If from then till the time she is 15 
she -— ese — (5 years’ at an average of 1 book per week) 
is it to be wondered at that she can di nothing very nourishing 
when she ascends into the Senior fy tien 

The boy finishes with fairy stories earlier than the girl, and 
generally goes for the non-fiction books next—engineering, nature and 
animal Stories, Robin Hood, King Arthur, etc. Later, he finds what 
he wants in adventure story writers such as Ballantyne, Stevenson, 
Strang, and Ellis. This appreciation of adventure stories eventually 
becomes more seleétive, and he wants sea adventure, adventures of 
exploration, and so on. 

_ Do girls miss the delight of animal stories—the joy of being a 

ne pirates ? I am afraid most of them do. 
bak ope voted for adventure stories—it is interesting to notice 
all of these were at the adolescent age. 

"ieee books received 32 votes from girls and only 15 from 
boys while animal stories were more popular with the boys. 

The girls like poetry better than the boys—at any rate when they 
are children. 


Adventure 156 
Fairy Stories ee 44 

200 of .4 of the total. 
From girls :— 
ool Stories .. ++ 200 
Fairy Stories ee -» 146 


346 of neatly .7 of the total. 


Several papers caused us ly to think. 
1.—Favourite book. of Andersen. (Hans Andersen). 
Age 6 years. 
2.—Favourite book. Nursrey rynms. Age 8. 
Kind of book I like best is : Heraycers (we translate this 
Horatius). 
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3.—Favourite book. Shakspeare. Age 11. 
Kind of book. Fairy Tales. 

4.—Favourite book. Winnie-the-Pool. 

5.-—Kind of book. Little orphen stories. Age 13. 

6.—Kind of book : A book deals with adventure and a little 
geography. Age 14. 

7.-—Kind of book. Pseudo-Scientific Adventure stories. Age 15. 


A Brief Note on Reviews 
Being a Reply to Mr. Stanley Snaith. 
By Eric R. McCotvm, Librarian, The Polytechnic, W. 


Fo.tow1nc his profession, the librarian must be always reading reviews, 
and the same rule holding as in the legend of the little boy who “ had 
had enough” sweets after having been given the run of the sweet 
shop, sometimes he gets bored with them. “Critics,” he exclaims, 
“are no help to him in book-seleétion ; indeed, they are misleading 
ides.” Moreover, he continues, many of these so-called critics 
jo not know the rudiments of their trade—they are ignorant, foolish, 
stupid—ah ! “ bigwigs,” a term which means even more than the 
aforesaid. 

In this mood Mr. Stanley Snaith interested and amused all the 
readers of this journal during January and February. Following in 
the tradition of the Edinburgh reviewers, Mr. Snaith, leaving aside 
the Times Literary Supplement (with which he has no quarrel oe 
that of being a trifle malicious now and then) and the Criterion (whi 
is sometimes misled by the Roman Catholic prejudices of its editor, 
and yet is a quite promising journal), he condemns all our other 
critical reviewers, pronouncing them anathema because of their poor 
judgment in the past and present. Mr. Snaith is not the first librarian 
woefully to exclaim the uselessness of much of the reviewing to-day 
and perhaps it is worth enquiring why we find them (or some of us 
find them) of so little use to us. 

This is mainly, I would suggest, because of two things: firstly 
the nature of much of the critical work which is being done to-day, 
and secondly the fact that we as librarians require information which 
does not necessarily fall within the compass of a review. 

Now as to the first point. The largest amount of space taken up 
with notices of new books in the newspapers, and weekly and monthly 
pe , is not occupied with reviewing at all, and does not pretend to 

. And here I would mention that the review proper—endeavouring 
to give the salient psychological and physical faéts about a book—is 
only of interest to those persons who intend to buy or at least read 
the book. Such persons are comparatively few compared with the 
hundreds of readers of the modern literary page. The literary “ page” 
or “ section” has become a “ feature” of the press, and, like other 
features, its first aim is to be entertaining. This aim is achieved more 
by the chatty, personal essay which is based on a newly published 
book (or for that matter an old established book just reprinted), 
which essay does not aim at reviewing the book, but giving the writer’s 
personal opinions as suggested by it—any facts about the book being 
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merely thrown in. If this point is allowed, and I do not see it can very 
well be disputed, we must acquit Messrs. Squire and MacCarthy (who 
follow well in the tradition of Sir Edmund Gosse) from the charges 
at doors They do at writing the 
ind of review Mr. Snaith is seeking. Instead they are fulfilling a 
ular need, and in their own way increasing the appreciation of 
iterature. 

Secondly, I would suggest that the information the librarian 
seeks is that which the ordinary reviewer cannot be expected to supply. 
Although he (the reviewer) should aim at assessing a book’s value 
and thus, in reviewing a technical book, notice should be given of its 
place in the literature of the subje& (and it must be confessed that 
technical reviews are as a general rule good, such as the reviews in 
Nature, for example), the importance of the a€tual book which is under 
review is the chief question. Thus a reviewer of The Land should not 
describe it as a better or worse poem than Genesis ; he should ask, 
“Ts it aesthetically satisfying?” and ‘“ Does it fulfil the intentions 
of the author?” If so, it is a valuable book. 

This difference of attitude between the librarian and the critic 
can be described briefly by saying that the former considers each book 
comparatively, namely, as a unit in regard to other units of the whole 
literature of the world, both ancient and modern, whereas the reviewer 
has to consider each book separately, on its own merits; and, of 
course, providing he has historical knowledge and judgment, it is 
right that he should do so. 

Perhaps from the above it will be thought that I consider reviews 


of little or no use to us, but that is not so. After personal reading, 
and literary and biographical knowledge, they must of course be our 
main guide, and it is because of their importance to us that I have 
tried to point out some things which we cannot expeé to find in 
reviews, and why this is so. 


Paris : City of Books 
By Rosert ParrripGe, A.L.A., Bermondsey Public Library. 


“O Gop of Gods in Zion! What a rushing river of joy gladdens 
my heart as I have a chance of going to Paris! There the days seem 
always so short—there are goodly collections of delicate, fragrant 
book shelves!”” So wrote Richard de Bury in his Philobiblon (1345). 

Paris has ever been the Mother of Bibliography and the biblio- 

gtapher’s Valhalla. Its most zealous patrons have been kings and 
— Master-binders lived at the Courts and in the mansions of 
nobles. 

What a tradition of binding lurks in this City of Books! Le 
Gascon, Padeloup, Tory, Deréme and Nicholas Eve were her worthy 
sons. With their dainty, profuse and intricate designs of foliage, 
birds, flowers, gold dottings, lines, scrolls and delicate dentelled 
toolings they showed the world how to build beautiful shrines in the 
vast halls of thought! What gorgeous altar-books, too, are to be 
seen in the churches of Paris: gold-plated, jewel-studded matster- 
pieces of the binder’s art ! 
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The ee Bibliothéque Nationale in the Rue de Richelieu, 
once the palace of the Cardinal Mazarin, is now perhaps the largest 
library in existence. Said to have been founded by that wealthy 

tron of books, Francis I., its rapid growth really began under 
Colbert (1661-97), in the reign of Louis XIV. The revolutionary 
republicans and Napoleon I. poured into it books from forfeited 
libraries and those captured in war. On its shelves now repose 
approximately 4,000,000 volumes, 500,000 periodicals, 125,000 
manuscripts and 300,000 prints—a veritable bibliographer’s paradise. 

Unfortunately the stalls along the river parapet, once so rich in 
bibliographical treasures, are now very largely given over to inferior 
material designed for tourists, and are of no use to book-colleétors. 
In some of the more deserted parts, however, one may chance upon 
some interesting old bouquinist hawking a few old books and who, 
finding a willing ear, will so delight you with bibliographical anecdotes 
that you feel almost compelled to purchase the dingy-looking old book 
that he swears was handled by no less a person than Zola himself. 
Indeed, Zola’s very thumb-print, if he is to be believed, is impressed 
there on the title-page. 

An absurd but amusing story is told concerning the introduétion 
of the knowledge of printing into Paris. Johann Fust, Gutenberg’s 
successor, brought to Paris a number of Bibles that he and Schoeffer 
had printed. He offered them at such low prices that all Paris took 
fright, for previously only manuscript books were available, their 
price, naturally, being exorbitant. Fust (Faust) was charged as a. 
magician, his lodgings were searched, and more Bibles found and 
seized. The rubricated letters serving as chapter headings were held 
to be his blood. Having been cast into prison, in order to save his 
life he was forced to reveal the discovery of printing. 

Strange city of incongruities! Amidst all this literary splendour 

the atrociously-printed, yellow-paper-covered light novel: 
in the shops, the trams, the Métro, the restaurants, the boulevards. 
The French temperament craves light literature as it craves sunshine 
and jollity. The paper cover, or rather, the book itself, is mainly of 
ephemeral interest only. Very little trouble is expended, therefore, 
on its production or decoration. It is when a permanent binding is 
required that the French artistic talent creates a work of art. 

It is interesting to see a French bookseller handle a rare book. 
You mutt first demonstrate your initiation into the mysteries of biblio- 
gtaphy before he will permit you to see, much less to hold, the precious 
volume. He will then tenderly reach it down from its panelled shelf, 


hug it lovingly to his breast while glancing at you furtively to reassure 
himself that all is well, gently polish its binding with a huge silk 
handkerchief, blow an imperceptible speck of dust from its edges and, 
rather grudgingly it seems, place it carefully in your hands. 

These booksellers know so much that I have often suspeéted 
them of intimacy with the Devil. They show an amazing ap ee neem 


with all the books in their shops, apparently knowing all their good 
and bad points. All the topical ideas, whether religious, scientific, 
literary or political, are known to these gentlemen, and they will 
willingly discuss them with you. They know all about the latest 
books ; how far the new ideas differ from the old, whether they are 
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rational, hypothetical, contradiftory. They seem also to have read 
all the latest novels, poems and plays. 

How it is done is a mystery, for a bookseller’s life is no sinecure, 
least of all in Paris. If you question them, what happens ? From one 
you get a “ C’est rien, monsieur,” another obliges with a “‘ C’est facile, 
monsieur.” One opens wide his eyes, another shrugs his shoulders 
and walks away, uttering a “ sais pas.” Still another wrinkles his / 
face into an inscrutable smile, and wags a taunting at you, much 
as Mephistopheles, in the a of Faust, shakes his finger mock- 
ingly at the inquiring Student. 

Many futile attempts have been made to rend the veil of mystery 
that surrounds these phenomenal beings in their skull-caps, loose- 
flowing ties, and velvet jackets. May there not be some Genii from 
the Parisian Booksellers’ Elysium silently speeding on enlightening 
errands at dead of night? Or may there not be some elaborate 
machination whereby swarms of printers’ “ i ” from the unceasi 
Stygian Presses pay noéturnal visits to these ksellers and, Cu id 
like, whisper into their ears this catholic information? Or are 7 
suggestions too fanciful ? 

However, such is Paris, the City of Books! 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

Your last letter gave me a great deal of innocent pleasure, although 
I am sorry you were sufficiently annoyed by my criticisms of the new 
Book Agreement to accuse me of “ belittling”’ Mr. Doubleday, a 
gentleman whom personally I hold in affeétion and esteem. Let me 
say here quite definitely that my letter was in no sense an attack on 7 
Mr. Doubleday or the professional enthusiasm which allowed him 
to undertake a thankless task. But the results of that task can be 
fairly regarded as open to criticism, and forgive me for saying, friend 
Eratosthenes, that you have chosen a poor way of meeting my 
criticisms by making imputations which only a curious mental twit 
can read into my words. 

Since when have librarians become 

Censors OF Business Morats ? 


What concern is it of yours or mine that the book trade makes certain 
trade conditions, or that booksellers agree or do not agree to observe 
them? Your job and my job is to buy books and, in my view at least, 
to buy them in the best market You and I have the tremendous 
responsibility of spending public money, and we should regard that 
responsibility as a sacred trust. At the least we should spend it as 
carefully as our own. Do you pay full price for your cigarettes when 
a “ pirate” shop is handy? If, in one of your expansive moments, 

u contemplate the purchase of an Austin seven, and a friend of yours 
in the trade offers you trade terms, do you place your hand on your 
heart and say “ No; I cannot do this, for the sake of starving motor 
dealers. My friend, you are a dishonest man to make such a peopees 
to me”? If you tell me that a/ways when making private p 
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LIBRARIANS AND BOOKS 


THE TIMES BOOK CLUB 


42 WIGMORE STREET 
LONDON, W.1 


Any Books required 


{in any Language 


Including Standard 
Foreign Literature 
and Reference Books 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


Manette St.. Charing Cross R 
Lendon, W. 1. 


MUDIES 


Owing to increasing business have 
left their World Famous Premises 
at 30-34 New Oxford Street, W.C.1, 
and divided their organisation as 
follows : 


Chief Library & Book Shop 


QUEEN'S HOUSE 


KINGSWAY 


W.C.2 


Which is well designed for their 
business and attra@tively decorated. 


Offices, Stockrooms, Postal 
Departments : 
95 SOUTHWARK 


Mudie’s Library Lta 
95 Southwark Street 
S.E.1 


Librarians will always find at The | 
k Club a splendid sele&ion, 
| 
Works, etc. | 
| copies in | 
they ace 
50% to | 
Room, where the 
ma inspe&ed in comfort, | 
jeer depend. 
We shall be to 
S.E.1 
Where all Executive Offices are 
housed and the Main Reserve 
Library—also a 
to dare Diduonaries. Foyle 
do not happen to have the fe Which will be opened shortly. : 
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eve Published Prices and at the best 
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ag details of the trade conditions, and refuse to pay anything 
ut the full fixed price for every article, I shall respe& your arguments 
about morality. It is so easy to make 
Fine Gestures 

with public money, but can you honestly say it is the right thing to do? 

You talk of drain pipes or rails bought in bulk. I have looked 
in vain in my last letter for any mention of either drain pipes or tram 
rails; but a little time spent among your books would show you that 
there are large numbers of varieties of both drain pipes and tram 
rails. The faét remains that there is no parallel in to the Net 
Book Agreement applied to large buyers such as libraries are of books. 
The usual booksellers’ argument which you advance about books 
being individual items has no force. I am aware that only a few 
libraries have so far attempted to rationalise their book purchases ; 
but even if we assume that all libraries buy by means of individual 
title orders, would it be more difficult for them to classify their lists 
by publisher instead of by bookseller? And have you forgotten 


that there is 
An Asser SIDE 


to the library account? Does it not occur to you that libraries are 
the best book publicity agents in the country by the mere display of 
books ; that progressive libraries are creating vast numbers of new 
readers, all Fe whom are potential book buyers ; that, in these days 
when accountants allow ten per cent. for bad debts in business, the 
mere fact of dealing with a public authority is generally admitted to 
be worth that discount in trade; and that journey orders at high 
discountable rates are given to booksellers by many libraries, which 
take all the risks the bookseller should face in “ sight” buying ? 
By acquiescing so long in the Net Book extortion, public librarians 
have gained for themselves the unenviable distinétion of being the 
Mounicipat Dups 


and I ask you to remember that the fact that any A t has been 
made is due to a few libraries which openly fought the booksellers 
whilst those who now prate about honesty and morality sat back and 
watched. 

The new agreement does not affect me and several hundred other 
librarians who have not applied for licenses. But it might have done ; 
it might have supplied the answer to Mr. Savage’s question to Stoke 
Newington, and it is only due to the good sense of the majority in 
ignoring it that it has not done so. Had all but half-a-dozen libraries 
accepted it, those last ditchers might have been forced to accept its 
disaStrous provisions. 

The warst part of the Agreement is the acceptance of conditions 
by libraries. Clearly, a discount on library purchases is a tardy 

Act oF Justice 


and can be justified on purely business grounds. But the Library 
Association stepped ludicrously on the morass of morality from the 
bookseller’s angle and were lost. “This is the beginning!” they 
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. This beginning was obtained by the boycott weapon. Now that 
wapen has been surrendered, how do they propose to obtain better 
terms 


? Merely by asking for them? I shall watch their efforts with 


Your mention of Stanley Snaith reminds me of some 
AMUSING CORRESPONDENCE 


between him and Mr. Cranshaw in our bright contemporary, The 
Library Assiflant. 1 welcome the journal with the bilious cover each 
month, as it serves to remind me of those glorious days, now long 
past, when the future was an invitation to adventure. Incidently, the 
contributors are to be congratulated on the remarkable alertness of 
this journal, which is improving in quality month by month. The 
speftacle of two young hotheads furiously sparring about the correé& 
way to write annotations is an invigorating one. I am sorry that the 
Editor has called time just when Mr. Snaith had delivered a shrewd 
right, weighted with the ponderous thought of Dr. Baker, and the 
no less devastating language of what I suspeé& to be annotation as it is 
taught in library schools. I rather imagine that Mr. Cranshaw would 
have sprung nimbly to the attack and landed a solar plexus punch 
had the count not been taken ; and he probably feels aggrieved that 
he has not been allowed to carry on until the sponge was thrown in 
from one corner or the other. These little breezes are good tonics 
to us war-worn veterans and let a little wholesome air into the m 
atmosphere of librarianship. 

What is happening to the Record? Admirably uced, and 
edited with care and erudition, it yet becomes more and more remote 
from us. Quarterly publication is undoubtedly a narcotic; and the 
Record appears to be itely designed to add a scholarly note to our 
profession. But could it not maintain its role of 


A. SCHOLARLY JOURNAL 


and yet remain a live one ? Please don’t accuse me, my touchy friend, 
of base ingratitude to its distinguished honorary editor. His work is 
understood and appreciated. The Record is a magnificent produétion 
of its kind, but I suggest that it might lean :nore towards the public 
library side of our work and that an occasional glimpse of some 
human qualities in its produ&tion would ad :o its value. 


I have continued my 
MELANCHOLY SEARCH 


for an intelligently conduéted Public Library, and so far remain unsuc- 
cessful. It is true that I have largely confined my aétivities to the 
Metropolis, to save myself lengthy journeyings, and that the Provinces 
remain largely dim names and gloomy remembrances of impossible 
libraries seen fitfully at various conferences. But enthusiastic young 
librarians from the North whom I occasionally meet in our bookshops 
tell me incredible Stories of great new libraries, of branches springing 
like mushrooms in the great cities, of magnificent libraries for 
ildren with Gordon Craig decorations, of humanised service, and 
many other interesting things. Are these true? Can it be that 
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ianship has become imaginative ? Has the text-book age passed 
and the day of belief and enthusiasm dawned? I must see these 
wonders if they exist, and perhaps in the brighter days now happily 
rushing upon us you will see me at Euston, St. Pancras or King’s 
Cross setting out on my Odyssey. 
Yours, 

SAPHENES. 


[We do not bold ourselves responsible the opinions of the writers of 
Lerrers ON Our Arrarrs.”—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor p.] 


Personal News 


Mr. James Ross, Deputy City Librarian of Bristol, gave an interesting 
le€ture on March 21st at the Bristol Grammar School on Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge and his associations with Bristol and the West Country, 
with special reference to the unique colleétion of his works in the 
Bristol Library. The Headmaster—Mr. J. E. Barton, M.A.—presided. 


We are glad to know that the popular Secretary of the Library 
Association is back again at his work. We have a high value for Mr. 
Keeling and hope that he will “ make haste slowly ” until his health 
is completely re-established. Our readers will, we are sure, agree in 
this. 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tue Lrsrary Worup would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Intereft relating to their Libraries for 
inclusion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial O, 
not later than the fir ft day of each month.) 


Bedfordshire 


On March 17th Miss E. Gregory White, of The Avenue, Aspley 
Guise, Bedfordshire, presented to the Bedfordshire County Library 
314 volumes from the Library of the late Dr. Gregory White. The 
donation includes several Standard works of reference such as Littré, 
Dictionnaire De La Langue Frangaise, and a number of books on local 
history. Many of the books deal with Landscape Gardening, and 
there are a number of works on English Literary History. The Times 
Hiffory of the War and a series of bound volumes of the Portfolio 
from 1870-1895 in twenty-four volumes were also presented for the 


Reference Department of the County Library. 


Bethnal Green 

To mark the completion of the first decade in the history of the 
Bethnal Green Public Libraries the Committee have issued a small 
typewritten pamphlet on the work from 1919-1929. During these 
first ten years in the history of the Library no fewer than 2,984,097 
volumes were issued for home reading ; and it is interesting to note 
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that of these, 979,547 volumes were issued to children between the 
of 9 and 14. The Committee have always recognised the necessity 
liberal expenditure on new books, and since library was first 
opened £24,500 has been spent in this way. 
Birmingham 
Every librarian knows the valuable help and assistance the great 
reference librarics of the country are to students and research workers, 
and this help is recognised by these gentlemen in the best way, i.¢., 
“ coming again,” but it is rarely that it is praised in the public press. 
The Birmingham Reference Library had a generous tribute paid to it 
in The Birmingham Poft of February 8th, and all who have visited or 
otherwise used it know how well merited it is. 


Blackburn 


On March 18t Mr. Richard Ashton completed fifty years’ service 
with the Blackburn Corporation. An interesting interview with Mr. 
Ashton appeared in the Blackburn Times of February 15th, describing 
the enormous growth of the Library. In 1880, when Mr. Ashton was 
first appointed, the annual issue was 49,000; in the year 1928-29 it 
was 645,123. 


Bristol 

Considerable interest is being taken in a series of talks on the 
“ Bristol Library and some of its treasures” which Mr. James Ross, 
Deputy City Librarian of Bristol, is broadcasting from the Cardiff 
B.B.C. Station. 

The first of these took place on January 31st when the subje& 
was “ The early history of City Library from its foundation in 
1613.” Particular reference was made to the 18th century when the 
Library had interesting associations with Coleridge, Catcott (friend of 
Chatterton), Southey, Lovell, Thomas Beddoes, Sir Humphry Davy 
and other distinguished persons. Some indication of the scope of 
the present collection was given. 

The second part was given on February 28th, when an account 
was given of some important versions of the Bible contained in the 
Library. Among these are a beautiful manuscript Bible of 1200 A.p., 
known as the Corporation Bible, and important versions of the Bible— 
the Complutensian Polyglot, Wiclif, Tyndale, Coverdale, and later 
versions. 

On March 14th the third of the series was given and included 
books relating to early Bristol voyagers (the Cabots, Captain Thomas 
James and Woodes Rogers) ; scarce Civil War Traéts and Newsbooks, 
relating chiefly to Bristol and the West country, with some unusual 
extracts 


The fourth part will be given on March 28th and will deal with 
Coleridge’s association with Bristol and the West country, and the 
unique colleGtion of his works in the Bristol Library. In this talk 
mention will be made of the Utopian scheme of Pantisocracy; and 
tiends Coleridge, notably Southey, Lovell, Wordsworth and 
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British Library of Political and Economic Science 

The December number of the B.L.P.E.S.’s valuable bulletin 
contains a list of recent additions to the Library, and on “ Judicial 
and Legislative Powers of Administrative Authorities,” 4 pp. 


Burnley 

The Burnley Library Journal besides its usual features contains in 
the February issue a short booklist “ Science for Every Man” and 
the second of a series of article-booklists on “ Our Most Popular 
Novelists,” dealing with Jeffery Farnol. The Teachers’ World for Feb- 
ruary 12th has an interesting article by Mr. Whitaker on Children’s 
Reading in Burnley, in which several children’s “ lists of books read ” 
are given ; it appears from these that a very high standard of literature 
read is ai 


Burton-on-Trent 
The special event during February was “ The Save the Country- 
side Exhibition ” of photographs. It was very popular. 


Croydon 

The March—April number of the Readers’ Index contains, besides 
all the usual features, another story of the romance of Croydon from 
the pen of Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, and a graphic account of “A 
Typical Day in the Central Reference Library.” 


Coventry 
The Coventry City Council decided in February to take over 
from the City Guild the Museum at Old Bablake which was founded 
by the Guild a few years ago. The management and control of this 
important museum of Coventry and Warwickshire antiquities has 
been entrusted to the Libraries Committee. 
The Coventry Bookshelf for March—April contains an interesting 
— =. Eighteenth Century Coventry” by Frederick Smith, 
.A., F.G.S. 


Dublin 

We have received an exceptionally interesting list of leGtures 
arranged by the County of Dublin Libraries Committee during the 
year 1929-30. 
Finsbury 

The January Quarterly Guide for Readers contains the usual annual 
list of newspapers, periodicals, yearbooks and diretories taken 
at the library—a valuable check list for other librarians—and the lit 
of additions. 
Forfarshire and Kincardineshire County Library 

On the recommendation of the Joint Library Committee, the 
Education Authorities of Forfarshire and Kincardineshire, at their 


February meeting, unanimously approved of a supplementary grant 
of £300 for books, in view of the developments which had taken 
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REMOVAL To NEW WORKS 


We beg to announce we have now completed the 
removal to our 


NEW WORKS at LEEDS ROAD 
HUDDERSFIELD 


With the occupation of our NEW BINDERY we are now 
enabled to give more efficient service and to tee 
quicker return to Libraries to ws foc ROG 


RILEY’S special features are: 
DEPENDABILITY, DURABILITY, LOW COSTS. 


RE-BINDINGS in Quarter Niger, Full Legal and Holliston 
Buckram, “Span-o-Tone,” and Winterbottom‘s Imperial 
Morocco, fast finish cloths. 


NEW BOOKS and REPLACEMENTS supplied in: 


(1) “Standard” Quarter Niger or Buckram Bindings. 
(2) Re-sewn and Re-inforced in Publisher’s Covers. 
(Send for New Catalogue of 8,000 Titles of Books 
supplied in these Bindings.) 
Price Lists and Specimens sent post free. 
THE SEWING AND BINDING OF EVERY BOOK 
IS GUARANTEED. 


supplied free per return Passenger. 


NOTE NEW ADDRESS : 


B. RILEY & CO. LTD. 
LIBRARY BINDERS AND BOOKSELLERS 
LEEDS ROAD 
HUDDERSFIELD, YORKS 


Established 1899 
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onifieth, Laurencekirk, Stonehaven, and for the new branch shortly 
to be opened at Banchory. At the Authorities’ Meeting satisfaction 
was expressed at the progress of the work in the area, and the apprecia- 
tion with which the library service was being met. 
Gilstrap 

The February number of the —— Public Library Magazine 

is more than usually interesting. Besides the list of additions it con- 
tains articles on the Norwe Saga “ King Olaf” and Beethoven, 
and a special children’s seftion 
produ 


King’s Lynn 

With the February issue of the Readers’ Quarterly this useful 
little library journal commences its sixth year of issue. The cover 
and general production is improved. 


Leeds 


We have just received the February and March numbers of the 
Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin. This little duplicated 
journal is always fresh and interesting. The February number is 
called “ Hello!” and gives briefly the information which is available 
to the business man by telephone. The March issue of “ What 
Language ”’ is a lit of the peiacipal commercial languages in use for 
the transaction of business in any particular country in the world. 
It should prove very useful. 

The Leeds Public Libraries have issued “ Italian Art: a short 
handlist of books in the Libraries illustrating the recent exhibition at 
Burlington House.” Another very interesting list is that of books 
and periodical articles dealing with “Rationalization.” This list is 
perhaps the best short bibliography of this much discussed subjeé. 


Leicester : Library of University College 

There has been ueathed to University College, Leicester, 
a very remarkable collection of books by the late C. K. Robjohns, 
Esq., of Narborough, Leicestershire. Mr. Robjohns during his long 
life colle&ted books with real knowledge and insight, and towards the 
end of his life he came into contact with the University College, Leices- 
ter, through the Principal, Dr. Rattray. His library, which has come 
to the College, has been valued for probate at some £6,500. Among 
its treasures are a Coverdale Bible; a Fourth Folio Shakespeare ; 
Nuremberg Chronicle, 1493, practically perfe& copy; Aquinas (end 
of 14th century) in magnificently decorated binding, fully gilt, with 
silver clasped medallions; Nuremberg Bible, 1483, with coloured 
woodcuts; Froissart’s Chronicles (1525); Chaucer (1542); first 
edition of Paradise Regained and first folio of Paradise Loft ; Gower’s 
Confessio Amantis, 1534; Foxe’s Acts and Monuments, 1563, fine copy ; 
Wynken de Worde’s Golden Legend (1490); Higden’s Polychronicon 
(1527); Dialogue of Sir T. Moore (1530); Augsburg Confession 
(1536); Chronicles of Hardyng (1543), Holinshed (1577), Sleidane 
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1560), Hall (1560); Bishops’ Bible of 1583, sumptuous y in 
blue morocco with royal arms and a fine 
on both sides, fine filigree corner pieces, a magnificent specimen of 
painted a ; Erasmus’ Paraphrase of the New Testament (1548-9), 
with autograph of Bishop Jewell; Coverdale Bible (1550); Geneva 
Bible (1561-2); Drayton’s Polyolbion (1622); Taylor, the Water Poet 
(1630); Historie of King Arthur (1634); a chained book (Foxe’s 
Aé&s and Monuments); valuable colleétions of (a) Bibles, (6) manu- 
scripts, (¢) Bunyan, (d) history, (¢) Quaker literature; and a large 
colleétion of valuable modern books, general literature, philosophy, 
psychology, art. The collection of Bibles is one of the finest in the 
country, and the same is true of the Bunyan items. The medieval 
illuminated manuscripts were valued for probate at {500. Works of 
historical value abound and the Quaker colleétion is a rich one. Among 
the large number of modern books are Masson’s Milton; Hakluyt 
(Maclehose edition); Purchas (Maclehose edition); Pepys, first 
edition; complete set of Frazer; Shakespeare Head edition of 
Plutarch ; Dugdale; Nonesuch editions of Blake and Dante; fac- 
simile editions of the Codex Sinaticus, the Codex Cantab., the Vienna 
Genesis. There is no doubt that the Robjohns colleétion alone will 
make the library of the College a place of pilgrimage. 

The Robjohns colle&ion, however, comes in addition to other 
collections in the library of great interest. Some years ago there were 
given to it by Thomas Hatton, Esq., of Leicester, over two thousand 
volumes of local histories of all parts of England and Wales, containing 
many rare and valuable books colle&ted by Mr. Hatton, who is a well- 
known book collector. They include all the famous county histories, 
such as the following :—Nichols, History and Antiquities of the County 
of Leicester, including also Mr. Burton’s description of the County 
published in 1622; Hoare’s Wiltshire; Throsby, Sele& Views in 
Leicestershire from the Huth Library; Monasticon Anglicanum ; 
Lipscomb, Bucks. ; Carew, Survey of Cornwall, edition, 1602 ; 
Hutchins’s: Dorset; Surtees’ Durham; Morant’s Essex; Clutter- 
buck’s Hereford; Publications of the Chetham Society; Baker’s 
Northampton; Bridges’ Northamptonshire; Thoroton’s Notting- 
hamshire ; Plot’s Staffordshire ; Dugdale’s Warwickshire, 1st edition ; 
Nash’s Worcestershire ; Hunter’s South Yorkshire ; Caradoc, History 
of Cambria (1584). 

Within the last two years the late James Johnson, Esq., of 
Leicester, left a large and very useful bequest of books to this library, 
amounting to some fifteen hundred volumes. 

Another interesting collection in the library of University College, 
Leicester, is that from the books which belonged to the late Dr. 
Philip Wicksteed, well known as an authority on Dante, on economics 
and philosophy. After his death a fund was raised by Mr. H. H. 
Peach, of Leicester, and the sele€tion was made. These books include 
such works as Ducange and Rashdall’s Universities and a number that 
are very hard to come by, e.g., a collection of works on Old French 
such as Messrs. Blackwell, of Oxford, had not seen in thirty years. 
The College is also fortunate in having the apparatus used by Dr. 
Wicksteed in his Dante leGture—pi@ures, maps, charts, a model of 
Dante’s Paradise, etc. 
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From the library of the late Rev. C. C. Coe came a very useful 
colle&tion of works on evolution; and from Mr. H. H. Peach some 
600 volumes on art. 

Many valuable books have been given by Mr. Peach, by Mrs. 
Wallace Bruce, and other friends, and these include first editions of 
Dickens, Pope, Ruskin, etc. 

The library now contains well over 20,000 volumes. It has 
recently been extended, is furnished throughout in oak and is provided 
with cubicles in which students can work in privacy. 


Newport 

The catalogue, which is arranged according to the Dewey Decimal 
Classification, is fairly up-to-date, although it is a pity no annotations 
are given. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 
This library journal for March contains an article by Herbert 
Adams, the novelist, a “ Children’s Corner” and the usual list of 


additions. 


Wolverhampton 

A branch library is to be ereéted at Bushbury. It will contain 
separate lending and children’s libraries, and a general reference and 
reading room. It is hoped to open it some time during this year. 
In the February number of the “ Library Miscellany” a plan and an 
elevation of the proposed library is given. 


Reports 

Darwen Public Library. — A Year’s Work: being the Borough 
Librarian’s 40th Annual Report, 1929. Population, 39,000. Borough 
Librarian, Albert Singleton. Stock: Lending, 24,150; Juvenile, 
3,790; Reference, 3,981; School Libraries, 4,286. Additions, 
4,438. Issues: Lending, 171,129; School Libraries, 62,526. 
Borrowers, 6,703. Two Distributiing Stations. 

The i i f the Committee has been justified by the 
the School Libraries were withdrawn for some considerable time otherwise much 
larger increases would have been recorded. A Book Purchase grant of £800, to 
be spread over three years, was made by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees. 
The Committee have co-operated with County Library service in the eStablish- 
ment of a Branch Library. Alterations have been made to the Juvenile Department 
which has increased the accommodation by 50 per cent. 

Granp Raprps, Michigan, Public Library.— 58th Annual rt, 
1928-1929. Population served 164,200. Librarian, Samuel H. 
Ranck. Stock, 306,057. Additions, 21,651. Withdrawals, 6,209. 
Issues :. Home reading, 526,742; Junior, 500,933. Borrowers: 
Adult, 16,744; Junior, 25,755. Branches, 25. Stations, 16. 
Other agencies, 106 

The under review the ion of a -of-a-century’s work 
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ies 
To mec th of It is ho 
in the future, to make provision in the annual estimates for a reasonable su; y of 
duplicates. Two new branches will be opened during the coming year. 
to the number of 118 were attended by 12,533 people. The 13 exhibitions 
held at the Libraries attraéted 18,329 visitors. 


LEAMINGTON Spa Public Library, Art Gallery and Museum.—Annual 
Report for the year ending March 31$t, 1929. Population, 30,000. 
Borough Librarian and Curator, W. Ewart Owen, F.L.A. Rate, 2.3d. 
Income from Rate, £1,945. Stock: Lending, 20,866; Reference, 
10,905. Additions, 990. Withdrawals, 316. Issues: Lending, 
122,166; Delivery Station, 2,303 ; Reference, 2,637.; Open shelves, 
72,000. Borrowers, 5,531. One Delivery Station. 

Since the opening, last year, of a special Children’s Room, crowds of young 
readers are att: to the Library, and it is obvious that the innovation is a great 
success. The above Report contains a nesnguan of of the new department. The 
new Art Gallery was opened by Sir les H Dire&tor of the National 
was rik 500. Gifts of pictures ha particularly numerous. 


Montrose Public Library.—Annual Report, 1928-1929. Population, 
11,000. Librarian, James Christison, F.S.A.Scot., F.L.A. Stock : 
Lending, 21,533; Reference, 2,998 ; Local Collection, 897. Issues : 
Lending, 86,794; Book Club, 20,021; Reference, 24,121. Bor- 
rowers, 6,249. 

Although the increases in the issues are small yet there are distin® signs of 


progress in all departments and activities. Considerable development has been 
shown in the scheme of co-operation between the four burgh libraries of the 


county, the interchange of books bringing highly beneficial results. The Library 
was the recipient of a large number of donations during the year. 


Book-Sele&tion Guide 
A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Boox Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 
of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and ge Book Auétions. 
Volume 27. Part 1. 8vo, wrappers, pp. vi., 206. London, 
Stevens, Son and Stiles, March, 1930. ubscription price 30s. 
per annum. 

The first part of the new volume of Book Auction Records for the season 1929-30 
is to hand punétually, as usual. Giving as it does 5,676 records of books sold at 
audtion 1929, it contains the most up-to-date information on 
the prices and values of wailable. 

ENGINEER REFERENCE Book. Revised Edition. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 182. London, Iliffe, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 


This handbook for Automobile Engineers, Designers Draughtsmen is 
already well known. 
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revised, and we been expanded to include 

Darnext (A. W.) Orchids for the Outdoor Garden. A Descriptive 
List of the World’s Orchids that may be grown outdoors in what 
British Isle. For the use of Amateur inion, @ 
4to, cloth, pp. xx., 468. Ashford, Reeve, 1930. 42s. — 


This is highly-epecialiced, beautifally illuftrated work on subjett of ienmense 
fascination to ts. There has always been an exotic sound about the word 
» not ts t ° t 
be anpieed to by the everyday man in the 
Barron (H.M.) Your Parish History: How to Discover and Write it. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth boards, pp. 108. London, Wells, Gardner, (1930). 
38. 6d. net. 
A very useful handbook which tells the student and others the best methods 
of dealing with local records. 


Gurney (Rev. T. A.) Alive for Evermore. Studies in the Manifes- 
tations of the Risen Lord. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. London, Religious 
Tra& Society, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 

A call to the Church to broadcast freely her faith in Christ’s resurreétion. 

Biblical references appear in the margins. 


Dosson (Margaret) Lino Prints. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, paper boards, 
PP xiv. be 114. London, Pitman, 1930. 2s. 6d. net. 
and printing has become an eStablished art of its own and 
here is's book which you how to do it praética lly and also explains methods for 
getting the best results. 

PLUMBING AND GasFittInG. A Complete Work by Practical Specialists 
describing modern practice in the work of the Plumber and the 
Gasfitter. Edited by Percy Manser. Volume III. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 511-780. London, Pitman, 1930. 6s. net. 
We have already reviewed Vols. I. and II. of this useful work. The continua- 

tion before us deals with domestic hot water supply, pipes and pipe bending, and 

last, but by no means of least importance, with heating and cooking. 


Rawkrns (R. R.) Photographic Printing : Professional and Commer- 
cial. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 112. London, 
Pitman, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 

This is a practical guide to professional and commercial angie 
in its latest. pot to the most modern methods peiating 


TisDaeE (C. W. Walker) and Jones (Jean) Butter and Cheese. _Illus- 
trated. Second edition. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x. 146. London, 
Pitman, 1930. 35. net. 

This work is issued in a series ing with “common commodities and 
industries,” and the fac that it is in its edition teStifies to the soundness of 
the faéts. Little alteration has been required, but Statistics have in every case been 
brought up to date. 

First Report OF THE GREATER LONDON REGIONAL PLANNING 
Commirree. December, 1929. Illustrated. 4to, boards, pp. 52. 
London, Knapp, Drewett and Sons, 1930. §s. net. 

This Report deals in the main with the question of open spaces, a proposed 


belt or belts round London, and the control of sporadic building ribbon 
on sends in the Region. Meme Memoranda on these questions by 
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mittee, are included in the Report. 


Crupen (Alexander) Cruden’s Complete Concordance to the Old 
and New Testaments, with Notes and Biblical Proper Names 
under one alphabetical arrangement. Edited by C. H. Irwin, 
A. D. Adams and S. A. Waters. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 783. 
a Religious Tra& Society, Revised Edition, 1930. 7s. 6d. 


This great Biblical reference book, the original edition of which was poblished 
some 200 years ago, has been brought quite up to date. Modern Scripture interpre- 
tations have been added to the original notes and the results of moét recent dis- 
coveries in archzology have been used to throw new light and bearing on the work 
of Alexander Cruden. There cannot be a library in the country that can truthfully 

with this monumental work, © 
students. This revised edition contains over 225,000 and a list of proper 
names that are rarely mentioned in the Bible. The produétion is very pleasing and 
the R.T.S. are to be congratulated on their achievement, which incidentally cost 


£2,000. 
FICTION. 
Barry (Iris) Here is Thy Vi&tory. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, 
Mathews and Marrot, 1930. 7s. 6d. net 
A novel with anew well wosth seading for the thought expended cn 


Carey (Basil) Gray Amber. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 317. London, Con- 
Stable, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

in 

gitl Carol, wins the day. = 

Hamitron (Mary Agnes) S Providence. A Tale of 1917. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 324. on, Allen and Unwin, 1930. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A vel with a di . Life in a Lancashire 
Jonzs (Idwal) Steel Chips. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 324. London, Knopf, 
P= vel laid setting of giant machines and the ever-beating 
and the work for a fine cause forms a contrast to the grind of industry. 


6d. net. 
to rid tyrant-head fall 
One of them has been heard to offer 
£3,000 for his death—a tricky situation ! 
Mopern ENGuisH SHort Stories. Edited by Edward J. O’Brien. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 368. Santen, Ope, 1930. $8. net. 
British or American periodicals 


Tomlinson, Hugh Walpole, A. bu 


Pease (Howard) The Jinx Ship. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 
Nelson, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 
A myStery sea-story. Tom Moran sails as “ wiper” on the S.S. fe seamen 
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RHODES ) The Golden Flower. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 287. 
London, Hutchinson, (1930). 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Rhodes brings in some charaéters from an earlier story into this readable 
account of adventures and love-affairs in Switzerland and Surrey. 

Tuynne (Molly) The Case of Sir Adam Braid. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 318. 
London, Nelson, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

A workmanlike detective story. 

Tuxty (Jim) Shadows of Men. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, 
Knopf, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

Sketches of prison-life and the Strange unwholesome charaéers who do 
congregate in that insalubrious atmosphere. 

Unpser (Sigrid) Kristin Lavransdatter. Translated from the Nor- 
wegian by Charles Archer and J. S. Scott. 8vo, buckram, pp. 
945. London, Knopf, 1930. 8s. 6d. net. 

A world story of life in a simple setting, one woman’s heart, thoughts, hu- 
manity, are here revealed in prose by an author who has poetic insight. 


Vickers (Roy) The Rose in the Dark. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. Lon- 
don, Jenkins, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

A blind hero, a loving woman, an unscrupulous villain are among the charaGers 
of a cleverly woven Story. Naturally, the blind man recovers his sight, and the 
innocent girl, who has been trapped by a drunkard, is exonerated of all blame— 
but the reading is good, qqvestalan, 

Wootr (Virginia) To the Lighthouse. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. Lon- 
don, Hogarth Press, 1930. Uniform edition. 45s. net. 


This is the fifth of the author’s works to appear in the new uniform edition, 
in preparation are “ Night and Day ” ** Orlando.” 


JUVENILE. 
Brake (Gladys) Even Sara. Frontis. Cr. 8vo. cloth, pp. 232. London, 
Appleton, 1930. $s. net. 

The story is laid in Washington in the time when Munroe was President. The 
daughter of a Southern States Senator explodes a foreign spy plot. 

Dean (Graham) Gleaming Rails. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 229. 
London, Appleton, 1930. 5s. net. 

A that ith a mechanical of mind will A 
Prxz (Oliver G.) Birdland. A Book for Yo Illustrated. 

tp cloth, pp. 108. London, Religious Tra& Society, (1930). 
. net. 

This well-known author has into the lish fields in 
Stivers (Earl Reed) Carol of Cranford High. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. 244. London, Appleton, 1930. 5s. net. 

A gitl’s school story by a favourite and reliable author. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
Aputt EpucarTIon AND THE Lisrary. Vol. IV., No. 4, Oct., 1929; 

Vol. V., No. 1. January, 1930. 

BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Lrprary AssocIATION. Vol. 23, No. 12, 


Dec., 1929; Vol. 24, No. 1, Jan ; No. 2, February; 
No. 3, March, 1930. 
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OpporTUNITIES FoR Aputt EpucaTION GREATER Boston. Free 
Public Le&tures and Public Education Courses, 1929-1930. 
More Books. The Bulletin of the Boston Public Library. December, 

1929; January and February, 1930. 

Boox BULLETIN OF THE CHICAGO Pusiic Lrsrary. Vol. 20. No. 1, 
January, 1930. 

BULLETIN OF THE GRAND Rapips Pusiic Liprary. Vol. 25, No. 6, 
Nov.-Dec., 1929; Vol. 26, No. 1, Jan.-Feb., 1930. 

Tue LisRARY AND THE ScHoots in Grand Rapids. Sept., 1929. 

Reavers’ Inx. Indianapolis Library Service. Vol. VIII., No. 3, 
November; No. 4, December, 1929; No. 5, January; No. 6, 
February, 1930. 

Tue Lrsrary Journat. Vol. 55, No. 4, February 15th; No. 5, 
March 18t; No. 6, March 15th, 1930. New York, Bowker. 
MEDEDEELINGEN VAN De OPpeENBARE LzEESZAAL De BIBLIOTHEEK 

Te RorrerpaM. Jan.-Feb., 1930. 

QuaRTERLY BULLETIN OF THE Free Pusiic Lisrary, New Bedford, 
Mass. Odéober, 1929. 

Sr. Louts Pustic Lrsrary Monruiy Buietin. New Series, Vol. 28, 
No. 3, March, 1930. 

Sr. MARYLEBONE Pustic Lisrary. Catalogue of Music and Musical 
Literature. With an Introdu&ion by John B. McEwen. 

Wuson Buttetin. Vol. 4, No. 4, December, 1929; No. 5, January ; 
No. 6, February, 1930. 

Your Lrsrary. Published monthly by the Public Library of the 
Distri& of Columbia, Washington, D.C. Vol. IV., No. 1 to 6, 
O€ober, 1929—March, 1930. 

Apvisory Service Circulation Department. The Public Library, 
Washington, D.C. 

Tue PicrurE Co.iection, Sources, Methods and Use. Compiled 
by Dorothy H. Stokes. The Public Library of the Distri@ of 
Columbia, 1929. 

FesttvAL OF CoNTEMPORARY Arts, The Room, Bath. March 
zoth to April sth, 1930. Catalogue and Programme. 1s. 


Correspondence 
Tue Eprror, The Library World. April 2nd, 1930. 
Sir, THE BRITISH MUSEUM CATALOGUE. 

Will you allow me, through your journal, to make public certain 
events connected with the above Catalogue of which all Librarians 
should be aware ? 

Last year eight library authorities made joint application for the 
free issue of copies of the Catalogue to their libraries. Later, the 
Library Association was asked to move in the matter, and the Associa- 
tion therefore applied to the Treasury for free copies to be sited 
in twenty libraries and for a fifty per cent. rebate to be allo to all 
libraries which subscribed for copies. 
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It having been learned from certain sources that the T; 
was not wholly sympathetic to the request, the Librarians of two of 
the eight libraries addressed a meeting of M.P.’s at the House of 
Commons, and pressed for the twenty libraries put forward by the 
Library Association to be accepted; but failing the twenty, the 
chester of eight wus and wis 
to Treasury parsimony. 

The point for your readers to consider is, that although there is a 
professional Association in being, eight library authorities (six of 
which are either on or connected with the Council) have so little faith 
in its ability to condu& negotiations of this kind that they undertake 
a private ae to tout for free copies of a national publication 
for their own libraries. Not only is such aétion undignified, but in 
my view it is contrary to the interests of the profession as a whole in 
ae ee the authority of the Library Association 
to speak on whole body of librarianship in this country, 
and clearly prejudices a any the Association may take. I 
that loyal members of the Library Association will not let this matter 
be closed without the fullest investigation. 


In the meantime, concerted ation on the part of library authorities 
is necessary to counteraét any possible impression created in the 
minds of the Lords of the Treasury that a free issue to eight libraries 
is any adequate solution of this important matter. The view of my 
Committee is that a national bibliography of this kind cannot be 


limited to a small group of libraries, however as they may 


consider their service or influence to be, and that fairest method 
would be a subsidy to all libraries subscribing for a copy. The 
Sheffield pep Council therefore passed the following resolution :— 

“ That in view of the national importance of the new edition 
of the British Museum Catalogue, the Council supports that 
portion of the resolution of the Library Association forwarded 
to the Lords of the Treasury which suggests a fifty per cent. 
Government subsidy to all Public and University Libraries which 
subscribe for a copy. 

“ That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Treasury, 
the Library Association, and each of the local Members of 


gh to purchase 
the Catalogue, and which agree with the views outlined above, to 
pass similar resolutions and forward them with the least possible delay 
to the Lords of the Treasury, local Members of Parliament and the 
Library Association ? 
Yours, etc., 


Sheffield Public Libraries. A. Barton, 
Chairman, Libraries and 
Museums Committe. 


The price of P. G. Konody’s and R. H. Wilenski’s “ Italian 
Painting ” is 42s., not 12s. as stated in our last issue. 
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‘CURRENT _ 
CATALOGUES 


Post free om application. 


Wo. 71. ROOK :_ Its Prodection und” 
its Use. 


No; 98. OLD BOOKS. 


including BOOKS 


UT 
RAILWAYS AND. 


ix of 
FIRST EDITIONS. 


system of cata- 


overseas collectors. and 


GRAFTON. & 


Coptic House 


“61 Great Russell Street. 


London, 


“SECONDHAND” 


7 
: 
: 
Part 1., taneous Books. 
Part Tl, Books; on Printing 
mentary to Catalogue Ne 71 
a CATALOGUE OF BOOKS ‘| -to-visit our Showroom. 
t order. of “their subjects at ‘Strand House, and 
xc. 77, sooxs | Misceliancous Literature, — 
ranged under Subjects. An and Fiction.» =... 
REPLACEMENTS 
No. 80. MEDICINE, dnd Aiea 
No. 82.) MISCELLANEOUS. and -Out-of-. pats 
No, 89. BOOKS ABOUT BOOKS, =... Secomd-Hand 
PORTUGAL ST, 


QUICKER SERVICE 


HE EXTENSIONS TO OUR BINDERY ARE NOW 
COMPLETED ENABLING US TO DEAL EXPEDI- 
TIOUSLY WITH ORDERS AND RETURN BOOKS MORE 
QUICKLY TO THEIR LIBRARIES. 


IF YOU GREATLY NEED BOOKS RETURNED IN A FEW 
DAYS PLEASE ADVISE US WHEN YOU WILL SEND 
THEM AND WE UNDERTAKE TO BIND ANY NUMBER 
TO MEET YOUR URGENCY. 


SUCH BOOKS WOULD HAVE THE SAME CARE AND 
ATTENTION AS ALL OTHER ORDERS. 


ALL BOOKS WE BIND ARE TREATED WITH INGENUITY— 
AND ALL MATERIALS CHOSEN FOR THEIR GOOD 
WEARING QUALITIES. 


WE BIND IN ATTRACTIVE COVERS OF PLEASING 
COLOURS, FINISHED WITH CLEAR LETTERING AND 
VARYING DESIGNS AT PRICES WHICH SHOW THE 
UTMOST ECONOMY. 


PRICE LISTS OF OUR VARIOUS BINDINGS AND SAMPLE 
BOOKS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION (TOGETHER 
WITH A RANGE OF COLOURS IN WHICH WE STOCK OUR 
LEATHERS AND CLOTHS IF SO DESIRED). 


A CATALOGUE OF 8,000 FICTION AND JUVENILE BOOKS 
SO BOUND SENT FREE ON RECEIPT OF A POSTCARD. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 
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